




San Diego Quarterback and 
Athens native Philip Rivers

Hospital, TOC and D1 Team Up
                     For Sports Fitness
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TOC Head Administrator Jeff Hamilton, 

Huntsville Hospital CEO David Spillers 

and D1 CEO and  President Will 

Bartholomew recently announced 

their organizations’ partnership to 

better serve area athletes and sports 
enthusiasts young and old.

	 Nearly 120 area student athletes 

experienced an intense sports training 

camp taught by San Diego Chargers 

Quarterback Philip Rivers. For two 

days football players age 7 – 17 

practiced of fensive drills and 

strengthening exercises with Rivers 

along side the strength and 

conditioning specialists from Huntsville 

Hospital’s Sports Center and D1. 

	 This Philip Rivers Iron Sharpens 

Iron Camp was a kick-off event of the 

newly formed partnership among 

Huntsville Hospital Sports Center, The 

Orthopedic Center and D1 – a regional 

chain of sports training facilities with 

their newest location on Bailey Cove 

next to Sonic in Huntsville. 

	 Taking advantage of the 

conditioning and exercise expertise 

from this new partnership. No matter a 

person’s goal, the weekend warrior 

and the student athlete have a new 

home for a higher level of sports 

training. The dedicated facility and 

staff are helping adults run a 5K, train 

for sprint-triathlon or improve their 

tennis game. Taking advantage of the 

conditioning and exercise expertise 

from Huntsville Hospital Sports Center 

staff and the D1 staff  

	 The 22,500 square foot facility 

houses a football field with three-

inches of “rubber sand” topped with a 

synthetic green turf that any NFL player 

would love. Area middle and high 

school students seeking a training 

facility to enhance their football abilities 

have the set-up year round. The gray 

and red D1 building also provides a 

workout room with free weights and 

weight machines, a basketball court, a 

therapy room and coming soon, two 

baseball nets. The basket ball court 

hosts the Alabama Basketball Academy 

coordinated by Madison Hall of Fame 

Coach Ronnie Staple. 

	 Huntsville Hospital and TOC will 

continue to provide athletic training 

and physician services to area teams, 

including high schools, Alabama A&M 

University, the Tennessee Valley Vipers 

and Huntsville Havoc.



	 Thousands of local residents 
joined together in the fight against 
cancer in May when Huntsville Hospital 
Foundation hosted the biggest party 
of the year!  Proceeds from the 21st 
annual Huntsville Classic Dinner and 
Golf Tournament benefited Huntsville 
Hospital’s Oncology programs and the 
Pathology Lab, and will help patients 
diagnosed with cancer become cancer 
survivors. 
	 The festivities began on Friday, 
May 15, when more than 5,000 people 
joined together in the Von Braun 
Center Arena for the Huntsville Classic 
Dinner. Guests enjoyed dinner, a soul-
stirring performance by legendary 
country music star Randy Travis, and a 
fabulous live auction. 
	 Then, the next day, at the 
Huntsville Classic Golf Tournament, 280 
men and women “teed it up for a cure” 
at Hampton Cove’s Robert Trent Jones 
Golf Trail. One golfer drove home in a 
brand new car, but the real winners of 

Joining together 
in the fight 
against cancer

the event are Huntsville Hospital’s 
oncology patients. Proceeds from this 
year’s Classic will be used to purchase 
equipment and fund programs 
including:

2 Vein Viewers•	  – This tool uses 
infrared light to illuminate veins. The 
technology helps remove the 
guesswork in finding a vein, thus 
alleviating the pain of multiple 
needle sticks for cancer patients.

GeneXpert •	 – This state-of-the-art 
lab instrument will provide a variety 
of rapid tests. The GeneXpert 
provides answers and diagnoses 
within minutes, not days. Time is 
precious when dealing with the 
compromised immune systems of 
cancer patients.  

20 Pulse Oximetry Machines•	  – 
These machines monitor the amount 
of oxygen flowing through the body, 
thus allowing noninvasive, continuous 
monitoring of cancer patients.

The Robin Lanier Stewart •	
Memorial Fund – This fund was 
established in memory of Robin 
Stewart, a courageous victim of 
cancer. The purpose of Robin’s fund 
is to provide financial assistance to 
eligible cancer patients who need 
help paying for medication 
associated with their treatment and 
other equipment that will benefit 
Huntsville Hospital’s oncology 
patients.  

	 Intergraph CEO Halsey Wise, 
chairman of the 2009 Classic, said the 
event “…proved to be an 
overwhelming success. Seeing so 
many come together in the fight 
against cancer was truly inspiring, and 
I was privileged to participate in such  
a worthy endeavor.”
	 Thanks to ever yone who 
supported this wonderful event which 
will truly make a difference in the lives 
of Huntsville Hospital’s patients!

Country music star Randy Travis performed 
for more than 5,000 guests at the 21st annual 
Huntsville Classic Dinner.
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Dr. Philip McGee, Dr. Beth Falkenberg, Dr. Dan and Paula Kingsley, Scarlett and 
Dr. Brian Mathews, and Dr. Dennis Fernandez and his wife, Nancy Regan 
supported the Huntsville Classic Dinner which raised funds for Oncology programs at 
Huntsville Hospital.

Lee and Christy Hoekenschnieder, David and Lee Nast, Eula and Mayor Tommy 
Battle, and Karen and Randy Reed at the Classic Dinner.

Huntsville Hospital CEO David Spillers with Huntsville Classic sponsors, 
Jeff Baker, Epocal; Mitch Coley, Robins & Morton; Halsey Wise, 
Intergraph; Jay Davis, AT&T; Rick Brown, Clear Channel Radio Huntsville, 
and Andi Maulini, American Airlines.

The 2009 New Car Dealers’ Par 3 Shoot-Out was a big hit!  Winner Daniel 
Ghaleb (center) drove away in a brand new Chevrolet Malibu.  Semi-finalists 
pictured with Ghaleb and Huntsville Hospital CEO David Spillers (third from 
left), were Larry Watkins, Steve Breland, Carole Maner, Mike Wright, 
and Billy Eastep who each took home a new set of irons. 

 Ingrid Lunsford, Kristi Kelly, and Ashley Mitchell at the 
Classic Dinner.Bill and Jean Salter with Intergraph CEO Halsey Wise, 

chairman of the 2009 Classic.
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Women Making A Difference
	 In April, the Huntsville Hospital 
Foundation hosted its annual 
Millennium Society Member-Guest 
Luncheon, which featured a special 
appearance by accomplished actor 
Ned Vaughn, son of Foundation 
Trustee Helen Vaughn and her 
husband, Ed.  Ned, who traveled from 
Los Angeles to attend the luncheon, 
has appeared in numerous television 
series – most recently in Heroes and 
24 - and several movies including 
Apollo 13, The Hunt for Red October 

Millennium Society members Angie Yeager, 
Pennie Keene and Judy Richardson meet 
actor Ned Vaughn.

and Frost/Nixon. 	
	 In addition to hearing about Ned’s 
exciting career, members of the Society 
voted to fund a da Vinci Robotic 
System for Gynecological Surgery. 
Robotic technology has seen great 
success in procedures for the vast 
majority of gynecologic conditions – 
from endometriosis and uterine 
fibroids, to the most complex ovarian 
and uterine cancers – and without 
large incisions, which means that the 
patient can heal more quickly.  

	 Now in its fifth year, the Millennium 
Society is made up of local women of 
all ages who make generous annual 
donations to the Foundation. The 
members’ collective gifts have 
provided cutting-edge technology 
and program support for the Neonatal 
ICU, Breast Center, and Pediatric 
Endocrinology.
	 For information about becoming 
a member of the Millennium Society, 
please call the Foundation office at 
(256) 265-8077.

Founding members Joan Dowdle and Josie O’Meara with new 
member, Shannon Drake.

Stephanie Daniel, Celeste Childs and Cathy Scholl. 



	 Many times, patients and 
families wish to recognize the 
exceptional physicians, nurses, 
and other Huntsville Hospital 
staff members who provided 
extra-special care during their 
hospital stay. So, in January, 
Huntsville Hospital Foundation 
e s t a b l i s h e d  H o n o r i n g  C a r e 
Champions, a program that gives 
grateful patients an opportunity to 
make a donation in honor of their 
favorite healthcare champion. The 
program has been a tremendous 
success! Patients and family members 
have made donations ranging from $5 
to several thousand dollars and sent 
heartfelt messages to Huntsville 
Hospital’s employees and physicians. 
	 A particularly touching letter 
arrived early in the year from a grateful 
patient who made a donation to honor 
each of her caregivers. The patient 
shared many compliments about the 
staff, and concluded by saying, “I feel 
so blessed that we have such 

incredible caregivers at Huntsville 
Hospital. These people should be 
recognized for truly being best-in-class 
examples of those who make the 
scared sick person feel safe, secure and 
comforted.” The hospital staff members 
and surgeon who were honored 
received their Care Champion awards 
in front of the hospital’s leadership 
team.  Honoree Kristy Stewart, a CAT 
Scan technician, said, “You don’t know 
who you will affect during your day. 
Getting recognized actually helped to 
remind me that I can make a difference 
in my patients’ hospital stay.” Elizabeth 
Albright, a nurse in the Progressive 
Surgery Unit and another honoree, 
thinks that the Care Champions 
program “…encourages employees to 

(Far Left) Progressive Surgery Unit 
Honorees: Sharon Journey, Patient 
Care Aide; Delores Padgett, Patient 
Care Aide; Wendy Nichols, R.N.; Dr. 
Richard Randall; Lucille Cross, 
L.P.N.; Elizabeth Albright, R.N.; 
Sophie Harshfield, R.N.; and Kristy 
Stewart, Cat Scan Technician, Main 
CT, were recognized at a hospital 
leadership meeting for making a 
difference in one grateful patient’s life.

(Left) Food Service employee Vickie 
Roberson was awarded a Care 
Champion pin in April.  Her grateful 
patient wrote, “Thank you for your 
attentive care during my stay!” 

work hard for the patients and 
their families. It also builds 
morale among employees 
and shows appreciation for 
the work one does in striving 
to promote Huntsvil le 
Hospital’s core values.”   

	 Each Care Champion receives a 
special message from the donor and a 
custom-crafted pin, a visible and 
valued affirmation of their caring 
dedication to the work that touches 
so many in our community. Ultimately, 
contributions honoring Care 
Champions not only recognize those 
who have touched their patients’ 
lives, they also allow Huntsville 
Hospital to continue providing the 
best in specialized care for patients 
across the Tennessee Valley. 	
	 To find out how you can honor 
your favorite physician or staff 
member, please call Emily Miller or 
Susan Ready at the Foundation, (256) 
265-8077.

“Honoring Care Champions”
Patients give thanks for special care
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	 Alabama ranks as the second most 
obese state in the country, third highest 
for hypertension, fourth highest in type 
2 diabetes, and was named the 11th 
most unhealthy state in the country. 
The health of our children is in danger, 
and Huntsville Hospital Foundation is 
taking a proactive stand to do 
something about it.  
	 Research shows a strong 
correlation between childhood health 
education and healthy lifestyle choices 
throughout one’s lifetime; however, 
funding for health education continues 
to take a backseat to other traditional 
curriculum. This is why Huntsville 
Hospital Foundation has given the 
HealthTeacher program as a gift to 
schools in five north Alabama counties 
(Madison, Marshall, Morgan, Limestone 
and Jackson). HealthTeacher, an 
innovative online health education 
curriculum, enables teachers to help 

Heritage Elementary second grade teacher, 
Leah Igo (backrow, 2nd from left), utilizes 
HealthTeacher lessons in creative and 
innovative ways. She is pictured with her 
students and Heritage Elementary principal, 
Dr. Lydia Davenport  (right), with 
NewsChannel 19 anchor, Lisa Washington 
(back row, left). 

children in grades K–12 develop 
healthy lifestyle habits. The program 
has already benefited thousands of 
children and their families.  
	 Leah Igo, a second grade teacher 
at Heritage Elementary School, uses 
HealthTeacher in her classroom and 
says that “it offers lessons on a variety 

of topics. Each lesson has great 
activities to engage the student. It is a 
great way to introduce students to 
different health topics and to show 
them the importance of practicing 

good health habits.”
	 Huntsville Hospital Foundation 
hopes that HealthTeacher will 
increase the health literacy of children 
and their families so they can make 
healthy lifestyle choices that will keep 
them out of the hospital. Candy 
Burnet t ,  Huntsvil le  Hospital 
Foundation president says, “An 
important part of Huntsville Hospital’s 
mission is community outreach, and 
HealthTeacher is allowing us to 
accomplish that mission by helping 
children and their families to make 
healthy lifestyle choices that will serve 
them well throughout their lives.  We 
are excited about this program and 
believe that it has been a great benefit 
to families in Huntsville Hospital’s 
service area.”
	 For more information about the 
HealthTeacher  program, visit 
healthteacher.com/huntsville.

“It is a great way to introduce 
students to different health 
topics and to show them the 
importance of practicing 
good health habits.”

	  		     - Leah Igo
second grade teacher



	 Providing for the special needs of 
children with cancer and blood 
disorders is exactly what Betty and 
Philip Bentley had in mind when 
honoring their dear friend, Dr. Frank 
Crim. They established the Dr. Frank 
Crim Compassion Fund for Children 
with Cancer in hopes that the fund will 
provide support for these young 
patients, and the uplifting gifts and 
motivation they need during their 
treatments at Huntsville Hospital for 
Women & Children’s St. Jude Affiliate 
Clinic.
	 Child Life Coordinator Beth Daniel 
works closely with the hospital’s 
pediatric oncology patients, and has 
seen f irsthand how the Crim 
Compassion Fund has helped them. “In 
conversation with a teen patient, I 
discovered that she had been saving 
diligently for a computer; she needed a 

New Foundation Fund Helps Local Children with 
Cancer and Blood Disorders

little more money to get the computer. 
I was able to get the funding she 
needed through the Crim Compassion 
Fund and present it to her at her next 
clinic visit.  When I asked her what kind 
of computer she was getting, she said, 
‘red’…and she did!” Beth added that 
the fund has helped provide an ACT 
preparation course for one patient, gas 
money to assist families that travel to 
Huntsville to receive treatment, and 
gift cards to help brighten the day of 
disheartened patients. She said that 
the fund “…has been a wonderful 
resource for me to honor the 
unexpected path that our patients and 
families are bravely traveling - a path 
they never expected to travel.”
	 Gifts to the Dr. Frank Crim 
Compassion Fund for Children with 
Cancer may be made to Huntsville 
Hospital Foundation, and may be made 

in honor or in memory of someone 
special. For more information about 
the Crim Compassion Fund, please 
contact Huntsville Hospital Foundation 
at (256) 265-8077. 

Donations to the Crim Compassion 
Fund help provide the following: 

Wigs •	
Travel assistance for local    •	
clinic visits 
Prescription medication •	
assistance 
Gift certificates to movie •	
theaters, water parks, ice 
cream parlors and 
restaurants so patients 
can forget about their 
illnesses for awhile, or 
celebrate milestones 
in their treatments 
iTunes cards so •	
patients can listen to 
their iPods during 
treatment 
“No Mo Chemo” •	
parties for patients 
who complete their 
treatment 
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	 Every year, on a brisk October 
Saturday morning, thousands of 
runners lace up their running shoes 
and hit the pavement. They’re running 
in a race, but this race is about more 
than exercise and fitness…they are 
literally running to save lives. 
	 The Liz Hurley Ribbon Run is a 5K 
race in downtown Huntsville named 
after the local television news anchor 
who was diagnosed with breast cancer 
in 1998. The Ribbon Run features a 

men’s 5K, women’s 5K and Survivors’ 
Walk in honor and in memory of those 
who have fought the fight against 
breast cancer. All proceeds benefit the 
Liz Hurley Breast Cancer 
Fund at Huntsville 
Hospital Foundation 
which raises money to 
purchase diagnostic 
equipment and to 
provide programs that 
build awareness about 
breast cancer.
	 The 6th annual Liz 
Hurley Ribbon Run will 
be held Saturday, 
October 17.  Please join 

us as we run to save lives! For more 
information, visit huntsvillehospital.
org/foundation/ribbonrun, or call (256) 
265-8077.

Liz Hurley stands before a record crowd at the start of the women’s 
5K race at the 2008 Ribbon Run.

Running to Save Lives
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Jennifer’s son Joseph 
recently completed his 
freshman year at 
Auburn University.

Grissom High and Huntsville High School 
students present Liz Hurley with a check 
from their annual powder puff football 
game.  Proceeds from the game benefited 
the Liz Hurley Breast Cancer Fund. 

Hazel Green and Bob Jones High School  
softball teams held their 2nd annual “Pink 
Night” game in March to support the 
fight against breast cancer.  Proceeds 
from the game benefited the Liz Hurley 
Breast Cancer Fund.  

The Fraternal Order of Eagles and the 
Eagles Auxiliary donated more than 
$28,500 to the Foundation this year.  
Their generous gifts will provide 
lifesaving equipment for Neuro ICU, 
Cardiology, Diabetes Control Center, 
Dialysis, and the St. Jude Affiliate Clinic, 
as well as other hospital programs. 
Pictured (L to R) are Eagles Auxiliary 
members Linda Kaimann, President 
Debbie Reed, and Lawanna Stacy.

The Women’s Council of Realtors hosted 
a “Night of Glitz” in honor of infants 
Jackson and Kinsley Carter, newborns 
of WCR member, Lori Carter, and her 
husband, Drew.  Donations benefited 
the Melissa George Neonatal Memorial 
Fund. Pictured are Drew and Lori Carter, 
Amy George, and Jennifer Middleton 
at the check presentation at WCR’s 
annual Auburn/Alabama meeting.

	 Jennifer Tarkington, a local photographer with Jennifer 
& Company, is teaming up with Huntsville Hospital Foundation 
for the third annual “Clicking for a Cause.” The program raises 
funds for pediatric cardiology at Huntsville Hospital for 
Women & Children.
	 Jennifer’s son Joseph was born with a heart defect in 
1989. Because she is grateful to the team of surgeons, 
physicians, and nurses who saved her son’s life, Jennifer 
started “Clicking for a Cause” as a way to give back. 
	 “Clicking for a Cause” began July 1 and will run through 
September 30. For only $150, you will receive a complimentary 
session and an 11x14 VIP print from Jennifer & Company 
valued at $395. Contact Jennifer & Company Photography at 
256-534-9500 to schedule your session. 

Grateful Mom Gives Back

Community Support Means A Lot!

If you are interested in organizing a community 
event to benefit the Foundation, please call 
Emily Miller at Huntsville Hospital Foundation at 
(256) 265-8077 or email emily.miller@hhsys.org.



Your child can help sick 
children by joining the 
Huntsville Hospital 
Birthday Club!
	 Instead of accepting gifts on their special day, 
your child can ask family and friends to make a 
donation to a Pediatric department or the 
Neonatal ICU to make a difference in the lives of 
our youngest patients! 
	 Birthday donations can provide toys and 
games for the Pediatric Child Life program or 
clinical equipment. Your child can even select the 
items that are to be purchased! To learn more, visit 
onlinelifeline.org and click on “Birthday Club.” 

	 The Kids Kamp Cabin, an indoor 
activity room, has been constructed 
next to the Kids Kamp outdoor play 
garden at Huntsville Hospital for 
Women & Children.  Made to look like a 
cozy cabin with murals of a fireplace, 
bunk beds, and even a kitchen cabinet 
stocked with peanut butter and jelly 
and other treats, the cabin is sure to be 
a fun and imaginative getaway for 
pediatric patients (siblings of patients 
and newborns are invited to enjoy this 
new area too!).  
	 The Kids Kamp Cabin was made 
possible by the Huntsville Hospital 
Foundation and members of the 
Huntsville Hospital Auxiliary.  

Kids Kamp Cabin:  
A Great Escape for 
Children
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Huntsville Hospital Foundation’s Leadership 
Council celebrated Senior Night recently. 
Members of the Council attend monthly 
meetings, host events, and take part in 
projects that benefit patients at Huntsville 
Hospital. The Council also gives students the 
opportunity to learn about medical careers 
and philanthropy and enhances their 
leadership, organization, and time 
management skills.
Neonatologist Dr. Tommy Davison reunites 
with a former patient at the 21st annual 
Neonatal ICU Reunion Party, hosted by the 
Foundation’s Angels for Children and the 
NICU nursing staff.  More than 400 guests 
attended the reunion to celebrate miracle 
babies from across the Tennessee Valley. 
The Huntsville Hospital Auxiliary recently 
donated $214,067 to Huntsville Hospital 
Foundation. The money was raised through 
Gift Shop sales and fundraising and will be 
used to provide equipment and support to 
many areas of the hospital.  Pictured left to 
right are Auxiliary officers Cheryl Curley, 
Sherry Landers, Jean Glisson, President 
Charles Purple, and Mable Brooks with a 
Kidzpace Touch2Play portable game system 
for Child Life, one of the many items funded 
by the donation. 
Huntsville Havoc players celebrated with the 
George Family at the Havoc’s “Melissa 
George Night” game in January. The players 
wore special pink and blue striped jerseys, 
bearing the logo of the Melissa George 
Neonatal Memorial Fund, that were 
auctioned off to fans after the game. The 
auction proceeds were used to purchase 
state-of-the-art phototherapy equipment 
and a Giraffe Isolette for the Neonatal ICU.  
In March, Huntsville Hospital Foundation’s 
Lifesaver Club held its annual membership 
drive, “It’s a Small World.” Service line teams 
represented countries around the world and 
competed for prizes and new members. 
Pictured is the winning “Team Jamaica:” 
pictured (left to right) are Huntsville Hospital’s 
COO, Jeff Samz, Chad Ridings, Cheryl Case, 
Lillie Ben, Joyce Clark, Leslie Fincher, Kim 
Cavitt, Cindy Fafard, Rod Crutcher, Susan 
Bridges and Randy Coleman.
Angels member Anne Marie Zana helps a 
patient with a craft project at the Angels for 
Children at Huntsville Hospital’s annual 
Spring Fling Party held in April. 
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Throw Out Fifty Things
Presented by Gail Blanke

Gail Blanke, motivational speaker and best selling author,
has appeared on “Oprah” and “The Today Show.” Her vision

is to empower people to live truly exceptional lives.

Thursday, September 10
6:30 p.m.

Merrimack Hall Performing Arts Center
Presentation, book signing and refreshments

Tickets available in August at merrimackhall.com

Join us as we kickoff  the second year of  Laugh & Learn, 
programs for women designed by Huntsville Hospital.

Call Public Relations at (256) 265-8317 now or visit us online at 
huntsvillehospital.org/LaughLearn.

     Gail Blanke




